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On March 13, Supreme Court Judge Ertha Pascal-Trouillot was inaugurated to head Haiti's first
civilian government since the Duvalier dictatorship was ousted in 1986. (See Chronicle 03/13/90 for
coverage of Lt.Gen. Prosper Avril's departure.) The new president will govern with a 19-member
advisory council appointed by civilian opposition leaders until after the country's first free elections.
The only woman on the Supreme Court, Pascal-Trouillot was inaugurated by army chief-of-staff
Maj. Gen. Herard Abraham at the National Palace. In a speech following the ceremony, opposition
leader Louis Roy commended the army for "its submission to civilian authority." In a brief speech,
Pascal-Trouillot said that her principal task would be to lead the country to early elections. "I have
no other ambition," she said, "but for the singular service of my country. My government will be
what you want it to be, constantly animated by the breath of your aspirations and your invincible
hopes." Official statistics show that in 1989, about 80% of all Haitians live in absolute poverty, and
unemployment is 55%. (Basic data from AP, 03/13/90; New York Times, 03/14/90)
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